
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



277 February 14, 1919. 

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX. 

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT DECIDES THAT LOCAL BOARD OP HEALTH MAY EXCLUDE 
UNVACCINATED CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL DURING SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC. 

The right to temporarily exclude unvaccinated pupils from school 
while smallpox is unduly prevalent in a community is upheld in a 
recent decision of the Supreme Court of Illinois. 1 

Smallpox became epidemic in Granite City, and the local board 
of health to prevent the further spread of the disease passed a reso- 
lution excluding all children from the public schools for a period of 
two weeks unless they had recently been vaccinated or unless they 
produced a certificate that they had been successfully vaccinated 
within the past five years or had had smallpox. Suit was brought 
to enjoin the authorities from preventing the attendance at school 
of several pupils who were unvaccinated. 

The court dismissed the suit, stating that while school directors 
and boards of education have no authority to exclude children from 
school simply because they refuse to be vaccinated, yet " the reso- 
lution of the board of health was reasonable in view of the fact that 
smallpox was epidemic and the disease likely to spread from the 
many cases then existing in the city." 

The court further said: 

"As it was the duty of the board of health to enforce such reason- 
able rules and regulations as would stamp out the epidemic and 
promote the public health and the resolution seemed well calculated 
to accomplish that purpose, and as a public necessity existed for 
such action, the board of health must be held to have acted legally 
in passing the resolution and the school board in enforcing it and 
requiring vaccination as a condition to pupils entering the schools. 
The exercise of such authority by the board of health and the school 
board finds ample authority in the police power of the State when 
such a necessity arises, as is shown in this case, and no constitutional 
rights of appellants have been violated. * * * The right, to 
enjoy school and other privileges recognized by our law must be so 
used and enjoyed as not to expose other people unnecessarily to 
dangerous diseases or contagions. The police power is broad 
enough to protect all citizens against such exposure, and it is not 
an unreasonable requirement to prevent children from having the 
benefits of school unless vaccinated, etc., under such conditions as 
existed in Granite City when the resolution of the board of health 
was passed, and particularly when such exclusion was only for the 
period of two weeks and with the privilege to the children to remain 
unvaccinated by remaining out of school for such time." 

i Hagler a al, v. Lamer et al., 120 N, E., 575. 



